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1.

The following are miscellaneous partioulars and descriptive infornation
of the variocus airfields in Albania listed belows

Shkoder Airfield:

a. The Shkoder airfield is losated to the southeast of the town of
the same name, beside the bighway from Shkoder to Lesh.

b. This airfield was constructed under Italisn rule in AliLunia, and
later (19435-1944) vwas used and built up by the Germens., After
the war, repairs on it were conpleted, and wvork was begun toward
modernizing it under the supsrvision of Soviet specialists. Ine-
formant states that, although this vork has not yet been entirely
finished, the nirfield today looks like e rodern airport, with
Soviet transports in use. It is supplicd by air,

6. The permanont airfield at Shkoder and tiree auxiliary landing
fields locatad in tho vicinity of Shkoder allezedly form an
integral part of the Soviet air base in Albania in caso of war.
Informant reports that at present the headquartors of an Albanian
fighter regiment and o fighter squedron are stationed at the eirfield,
The sirfisld copmander in a Soviaet officer in Albunian unifornm,

d. 7The eirfield and the auxilisry landing fields are indicated on
Attachment "u"; the installations are numbered as follous:

(1) Permanent airfield at Shkoder. The airfield gtill has no
concrete runway. The runway is overgrown with srass and
is feirly good, as the ground i¢ usturally exceptionally
hard. The construction of o concrete runway is planned
for 1950, The present rumr.y 15 1,900 neters long by 8000
metors wide. The pirfield has thrae hangoars, an airfield
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workshop, & jasoline tank, and Luildin.s for the airfield
command and its gorresponding elemenis. It also bas Luildings
for quarters for flight and ground versomnel. The airlleld
osommand has a radio sbabion, e radar instulletion*, & netecre
ologicul station, and & Ltraneport sechbion.

(2) Auxiliory lending field: a lerge meadow about 1,400 neters
long by about €00 moters wide. During the swmner of 1049 it
was loveled under Soviet supervision and adapted for use as
an auxiliary landing field. The ground is ruther soft and

can be used only during the sumner, as it is subject to {looding.

Thus far no installations have been built on this ianding ’ield.

(¢) Auxiliary landing field. ILxnet dimensions are ot aveilalie.

Thus for it has ne permanent installations of any kind. Cone
siderable drairage will huve to be done beforc the landing
Lield will be fit for continuocus use.

(=)
~

Auxiliary landing field, alse a meadsw. During 1949 it wes
put into condition for use as en awriliary landing field
under Soviet supervision. Dimemsions 1,000 meters Ly 2,000
meters. It has no permanent instellations, and it can be
used only Jduring the swnuer Lscause it is suuject to flcoding.

Loesh Air{ield:

Thers are four auxiliary landing fields in the Losh district

During 1948 and 1949 they wore acapted for this
purpose under Suviet supervision. Only one of these four euxiliary
landing fislds is now in use. It is indicated as I, 1 on the
attached sketch. This landing field is locuted on the plain of
Gajush i Zejuunit. The runway is about 1,000 meters long by about
1,200 metera wide, DUralnage projects have been completed to divert

water during rains, and levees have been put up along the lti River,

which floods this area vhen the water lovel is high.

In Cciober 1949 there was ome squadron of fighters on the airfield,
It is not known whether any masonry installations have been Luilt
a8 yete

he auxiliary airfield
has an ordinary runwey, over,rown with jrass, avous 1,000 meters
long by about 150 nieters wide. The ;round is fairly hard, and
even heavy alreraft can land and teke off on it, 7Thus far no air
units have been essigned to this landing field.

The auxiliary landing field| |has a grass-grovn
runway about 1,000 meters long by about 400 meters wide. The
ground is fairly solt, and it is subject to flooding from the
Drin River. Uraimsge projects lLiave been planmed but thus far
not carried out. There &re no installations of any kind on the
alrfield, and rno sir force units of any kind heve boen stationed
there.

The suxiliary landing field| |
actually is e meadow. It was leveled and put into condition
for use as an euxiliary landing field during 1949 by Albanian
soldiors under Soviet direction. The runway is overgrown with
grass and is about 1,200 mewers lon; by about 560 meters wide.

A few mi wor reclamation projects have boen complated. Tharn are
no installations for air force units of any kind on the airfioid,
which 1s used st present as a pastur.,
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3 Tirana Airfield:

[
#o The prinecipal asirfield of Albunin is located to the west of g
city of Tirenme This airfield, which we:

alrsady in exisTence Lefore Ghe war, wus contreolled and maintained

25X1 by Yugoslav Air ¥Ferce specialistes until the breach with the Comine
form. After their departurs, work continued under Soviet direction,
and the once primitive sirfield was btoanstomued iuto a fully nodern
OneG.

b. The airlield occupies an arca of 1,800 x 1,400 meters, It has a
" cement runviay 1,200 neters long by S0U neSers wide, Thers ore
uany vuildings onthe sirfield, and the airfield com.and, the
mevsorological end radic stetions, the radar equi ment*, the
goniometer, the control tover, and quarters for flight and air-

‘field persomnzl are lucated iu Ghem, Thers are three hansars.
Besides these, n fully modern airfield workshoep hug been built,
where all kinds of repair on airceralt and engines, including
engine overhaul, can bLe done. The sirfield is alsc equipped for
use at night. :

os This parpanent airfield accomodates Loth militery end civil
aircraft. At present oae Albanian Tighter regiment, 148 Soviet
25X1 Fig}.r{;ar .Sq\fadz'(.jn,, and_one Soviet transpors g;rovup ere stationed
on the airfiold
do  An auxiliary landing {ield is locuted in the nortluwestern part of
Tirans in the arsa known as Bzverjis (Yzberishe?), This ausiliary
landing field actually is a pasture, which has Leen cleared of
tress and leveled gnd put into condition for lendings and tukeofl's
by light aircraft. This landing rield hes no installations of an;
kind, and thus far it Las beon used only sporadically to relieve
congestion at the permenent airfield.

4, Beral Airfield:
Bttt e darid

8. Qne permsment and three auxiiiary sirfields arLIQ.m;ad_s.n_ﬂm_l
immediate vicinity of Berat, |

(1) Auxiliary airfield Leside the road to Durres. The landing
field sctuelly is & large moadow, 1,300 by 1,300 metors
and without installati aw of any kind, During the mummas
of 1948 this meadow wes leveled wader Joviet direction and
adapted for use as an euxiliary sirrfield, 4 asphalt road
w8 bullt for commection with the mixm hishwey. and reclamction
projects were undertaken, to drain the land and to proteel it
from flooding by the Semen River. This auxiliary ¢ rfisid is
scheduled to¢ be transformoed into a permaneny airfield in 1950,
by the comstructicn of a concrete runway and the erection of
the necessary buildings and installations.

25X1

25X1 {(2) The permmnent airiield at derate  The airfield vas built by
the Itelians during the Italisn occupation of Albania, The
runwey is overgrown with grass, Lut the ground is ruite herd,
and even heavy aireraft can land and take off there, Dimone
sions 1,800 metors by 1,800 noters. The airfield has tic
hangars, an airfield workshop, a tronsport section with four
trucks, a radio slaticn, o poniometer, a neteorolonical station,
and ouildings for the eirfield smwand and for flight and rround
personnel. At present the Sovist 50 Jomber Squadron is ststioned
at the a.i:-i’ieldtl .
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{3) An suxiliery airfield, which vias leveled and adepted for the
most pert uncer the Germansg. It has no installatlons of auy
kind. Dimensions 1,500 by 750 meters. At present it is used
as a pasture,

{(4) Another auxiliary airfield. The ground hes oveen levele!, bdub
no other work has been done there, and ne instsllationz 7 any
kind have been built, Dimensiong 1,200 by 1,000 notsrs.

5, FBorge Airfield:

8. The permanent airfield et Korce was built by the ITtelisns during
the Italian occupation, After the war it was repaired and
partially nodernized by the Albanians, first vnder Yugoslaw snd
later under Scviet direction.

L. The airfield is 2,000 by 1,800 moters in aree. It hes four hangars.
a metsorologicel and a rodio station, a goniometer, a workshcp, and
buildings for the command and for porsormsl. In the swmer of 1949,
work was bepun toware layin; a cement runway, wilch o parently has
not yet been comjloted.

co A vomber ron of the Albanian Air I'orge is located at the
25X1 airfield

d. iest of the city of Korce is an auxiliery airiield 1,200 x 4£0
meters in area. It has no installations, All thoat hes been dune
is the 1leveling of the ground; at pr sent it is used es a pos ture,

Go Sarande Airfield:

a. There is & permanent airfield in the vicinity of Sarande; there
is also an auxlliarrl_la.uﬂa_n_ﬁ.am_m;thl' : of lake Butrint. The

25X1 permanent airfield sos built during the Gorman
ocoupation. It was repaired and conditioned under Soviet dirsetion
during 1948-49. The runway is grass~grovm, but can be used cven by
heavy aireraft. Dimensions are 1,900 x 1,800 meters. The buvildings
on the airfield include two hengars and the most cssential buildings
flor the command, the mcteorological and radio stntions, and perscnnel
quarters., The airfield has not yet been equipped for night we. In
the fall of 1949 it was inspectod by a Soviet conmission, and en order
wes issusd 1o the efisct that tlds airfield bs modernized duri ng the
course of 1950, . when a concrete runwey, hangars, und the other
installations necessury for a nodern airiield werc to be built,

25X1

b. At present the heaaquartars of an Alvanian fighter regiment rnd part
of the reciment (ebout 17 squedrons) are stationed at the airi
as well as B Soviet fig hier halfssquadron with eight sircrafl

0. The auxiliary landing field is lwated to the south of lake Butrint,
and is 1,500 x 1,250 meters in area. It has no installations of any
kind, snd no upivs are stationed there. Grading of the ground and a
few minor drainage projects are all the work that has been done., 4t
present the landing field is used us a pasturcs This auxilinry landing
fisld is connected with Sarande by means of a country wagon road. &
road would have to Le Lullt before it could bLe used as & peruanent
airfield.
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7. Libofshe Airfield:

8o During the summer of 1940 the construction of a large new aire
; o touns of Libofshe and Fier was begun
The terrain is quite hard, uneven, and stoliy

25X or overprovin Inm plecas. The grading of an arsea 1,800 x 1,500
meters has been sharted. Gravel has Lsen brought from the Semsn
River for filling up the numercus holes. These baslc projects
were completed by fall, At that time several fighter aircraft
from the Albanian fighter regiment in Sarande wers statiomed
at the airfield, probably for training.

25X1 b,

The comstruction of the other installations was lelt lTor next
year , except for the radio station, which has already been
installed,

c. Ag the airfield is connected with the main highway only by & country
wagon road, the building of a new road has been shorted, and about
55X 1 half of it will be finished this yeer.

8, Elbasan Airfield:

Y8 airfield is southwest of the tovm of El asen I:l

| I The runwey hes not ueen concrehad, bub the

ground is very hard, and even .eavy aircraft can land eand take

of'f there. The airfield is 1,500 x 1,200 msiers in earoa. The

installations are very primitive, and consist only of two or threc
- 25X1 bar.-acks, a radio station, a meteorological station, and a gonio-

meter, According to the plan, hangars, an airfield workshop, and

tanks for liquid fusl are to be built next year.

b, A bhalf squadron from the Albanjan fighter regiment with headquarters
in Shkoder is stationed at the airfisld] |

o. The auxiliary airfield is a little to the south, nesr the Devoli
25X1 River. A large shed end two smaller bulldings, for personnel
quaerters and the storage of vehicles and fusl when the airfield
is used for training, have been erected on it.

9, Gjinockaster Airfield:

8. The Gjinockester al M‘J.aldl |uas built by the
Itulians before the Italian campaipgn in Grecce. Later, during
25X1 the war, it was used by Gsrmen sircraft, end after the war i%

served as o base for supplying the Greek guerrillas by sir. I%
was considerably modsrnized after the wer for this purpose, uader
Soviet direction., Thus in 1948 a large underground gasoline tank,
exact capacity unknown; was bullt on the western side of the
airfield.
25X1
bs Ths eirfield has no conorete rumway, but the ground is naturally
hard and sultable for use even by heavy aircraft. The sirfield
measures 2,00 x 1,300 meters. Thers are two hangars, & radio
station, a goniometer, a meteorological station, equipment Tor
nlght hghﬂng; {gas lemps), etc., on the airfield.=s
25X1
¢. At present an Albanian fighter squadron and a bomber squadron
srs stationed at the airfield., The headquarters of a Soviet & ~
port regiment and one squadron of 12 trensports are thers alsorlma__l

Comnent: Informstion previously received
25X1 has tended to indicate that there sre no radar instaliations in
L 080 .
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